India possesses 1501 species of butterflies (Kunte et al., 1999) out of which 45 species were noted in Melghat Tiger Reserve in Melghat region, Maharashtra by Mahabal (2005) . The Melghat region is noted for its rich species diversity owing to the southern tropical dry deciduous type of forest and temperature and rainfall variation. A study of butterfly diversity was conducted from April 2004 to April 2005 to compare with earlier study and to record abundance, months of abundance, and larval and adult food plants.
Melghat 38'-77 0 33'E) with a total area of 3970km 2 is given to Dharni & Chikhaldadra tehsils in Amravati District, Maharashtra. It includes four protected areas totalling 1676.93km 2 --Chikhaldara Wildlife Sanctuary, Gugamal National Park, Melghat Tiger Reserve established in 1973, and Wan Sanctuary (Mahabal, 2005) .
Melghat region experiences tropical climate with temperature ranging between 13 0 C and 22 0 C during winter and between 23 0 C and 45 0 C during summer. The annual rainfall ranges between 1000mm and 2250mm. A total of 715 plant species are recorded here (Mahabal, 2005) .
Survey collection identification: Preliminary survey was conducted to identify areas with large populations of butterflies. Ten locations were selected ( Fig. 1 ) which were visited every month from April 2004 to April 2005. Data on butterfly fauna, its abundance, seasonality, and larval and adult food plant is based on observation from 0700-1100hr & 1300-1700hr. Collection of specimens was avoided to the extent possible. Mostly photographic documentation was done (see web supplement w ). When identification was not possible through photographs only then was the individual collected using net. The collected specimens were killed and preserved dry, appropriately labeled with sample number, data, locality, colour remarks etc. (Arora, 1990) . The specimen collected are kept in the museum, Department of Zoology, Govt. Vidarbha Institute of Science & Humanities, Amravati.
The butterflies were identified by using various field guides and other available literatures (Antram, 2002; Wynter -Blyth, 1957; Evans, 1932; Kunte, 2000; Sharma, 2005) . Species classification and scientific names are as per Varshney (1993 Varshney ( , 1994 Varshney ( , 1997 .
Butterflies were categorized into five groups based on their occurrence during the period of study. Accordingly, those species observed 80-100% of the survey days were categorized as very common (VC), 60-80% as common (C), 40-60% as occasional (O), 20-40% as rare (R), and below 20% as very rare (VR).
Results: Melghat region provides diverse habitat to various butterfly species. The study revealed the occurrence of 51 species belonging to 35 genera distributed over seven families from the monitoring sites (Table 1 ). The family Pieridae dominated with 14 species, followed by Nymphalidae (12 spp.), Papilionidae (9 spp.), Danaidae, Satyridae, Lyceinidae (5 spp. each) and Hesperidae (1 sp.).
Three species of butterflies recorded from this region have a protected status under the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 (Arora, 2003 Further research with reference to threats and conservation of butterflies in this area is under progress.
W see images in the web supplement at www.zoosprint.org O -Occasional; VC -Very Common; C -Common; VR -Very Rare; R -Rare
